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and taught from these until liocouliTI 
obtain others. He started a private ' 
school of higher education at w tat Is 
now Lexington, V»„ In 1749. It was 
afterwards called Liberty llall and is 
now Washington and Ece Unlversitv. 

Robert Alexander was compelled to 
resign from the Vestry on March 17, 
1760.- He says •'! have been unable 
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Tho Hoard relationship of pocahont 
ns county all descend from Thomas 
Heard one of tho uiembors ot the 
Rev. John Craig's congregation of 
Augusta county, Virginia. Rev. Craig 
was pastor of old Stone Meeting 
House'. Hack In that colonial time 
when tho pioneers were so busy mak¬ 
ing history they had no time to re¬ 
cord It. Theso old'records were care¬ 
fully taken down made readable by 
.Chalkley. They are the ofiUofal, ac¬ 
cepted references of tho D. A. R. 

Thomas Beard left a quaint old 
will giving his several children' cer¬ 
tain house hold furnitiiro, etc: and 
his wife Joan Is remembered substan¬ 
tially, there In. But to go back to an 
earlier day In tho 1740 tics and oOtics 
In Rockbridge county there is a rec¬ 
ord that Thomas Beard administered 
Alexander Smiley’s estate in 1749., 
We do not know whether he was a 
relative or Just a trusted- friend. 
There Is another record though that 
to me Indicates'w’ho Jean Beard was: 
On August 15, 1753, we find Thomas 
Beard administrator of another es¬ 
tate. .'.This tlmedt'Is' James- McNutt 
and In this document It says James 
McNutt paid for land bought by 
Thomas Beard’s wife. He paid quit 
rents for Thomas Beard ten years in 
advance In 1744. 

He had paid David Days debts be¬ 
fore his marriage., - * 

He paid Robert Alexander's tuition 
for schooling James Jr. and Robert 
McNutt one year. In advance 174S. 

He paid James Dobbin's' same for 
Alexander McNutt 1748. 

In Price’s History'Cousln 'William 
knew there were some daughters, and 
lie says: ‘'They went to Kentucky." 
A good many of this relationship did 
go to Tennessee and Kentucky. But 
least two of these daughters of 
Tlioinas Beard remained In Rock¬ 
bridge and I think four, viz: Esther 
who married Roliert Alexander’ In 
Pennsylvania. Martha who married 
Robert-Ramsey. Mary who.married 
Dunlap. Jane or Jean who mar- 
7l*d George Weir. j 

Rather and her husband.- Robert 
A.iwhdrr IHrd at Ikverly Manor, I 
Virginia. Robert] 


1760. He says ■"! have been unable 
to go abroad for some time on ac¬ 
count of a lingering Illness.’' Samp¬ 


son Mathews was elected In Ills stead 
but he was mado vice vestrvman. 
Sampson Archer and John Mathews 
were the church wardens. 

_ Robert Alexander and Ills wife 


mg at Ponca City, Oklahoma, is a 
great granddaughter of Thomas and 
Jean Beard through their son John 
who married January 16. 1766 
Junett. daughter of Peter and Mar¬ 
tha Woods Wallace and In turn thru 
their son, Joaluh Heard who liver) at 
Locust Crock on tlu« plantation given 
him by Ills father, In his will In 18US 
and called It "Locust Plantation". 
Josiah Heard married Rachel Camer¬ 
on. daughter of Major William and 
Nancy (Agnes Dunlap, grandmother 
Sabina McNeol says, was her real 
name) Warwick Gatewood widow of 
William Gatewood and daughter of 
Captain Jacob Warwick. 

Esther Beard Alexander died In 
1709. The Rockbridge County His¬ 
tory says aild Robert Alexander died 
in 1787. 

Jane or Jean Beard, the two first 
names seem to bo used Interchange¬ 
ably—married George Weir and we 
find him deceased by Adgust 8, 1.781. 
probably he lost, his life at Guilford 
Oourt House or some other battlu of 
that terrible year of the Revolution, i 
He lived In Rockbridge and It was 
from that vicinity so many went and 
did lose their lives. 

A son Thomas Weir survived and 
it seems others though no names aro 
given. 

It seems one James Young had 
bought a piece of land from the En- 
kins heirs, before one of thorn was of 
age. In this suit this heir Is trying 
recover his rights in this property 
from George Weir's heirs viz: Jane, 
tho widow and Thomas her son. The 
ISakins Andrew and James who origi¬ 
nally sold the property are dead; 
George Weir lives on the French 
liroad In Tcnn. , - 

In this suit William Alexander,son 
of Robert testifies: “I heard my 
Grandfather Thomas Beard say In 
1759,” unfortunately Chalkley does' 
n't tell what it was, William’s grand 
father said. 

In a suit In Dec.' 1S06, William 
Beard testifies he had marbled Man¬ 
or Polly Steele, daughter 'of Samuel 
Steele. The Steeles were then living 


Esther Beard had eleven children 
William was the oldest. Ho testified 


county. Virginia, which"olllco was 
held by him, his son and grandson for 

lie mar- 


ulrnost 100 years.- The olllco was in 

liia bouse "Rock Castle. _ 

ried Kancy Anne daughter of Captain 
William Austin and left many dis¬ 
tinguished descendants both In Vir¬ 
ginia and other states. 

Archibald was a physician In New 
Castle, Del, he married Mary. 1 saw 
a write uponlv recently ln'"Who is 
"Who" in America. Rear Admiral 
Eustace B. Rogers of the U. S.. Navy 


ford county, Kentucay. ne was liv¬ 
ing in 1822. He married and left a 
number of eminent descendants in 
that State some of whom were noted 
Divines. One Peter Alex Maetinny 
Steele, 1787. 

Esther Alexander married Captain 
William Austin, his second, wire, and 
thus became stepmother to her sister 
in-law Nancy Anne Austin, wife of 
Robert Alexander of Campbell county 
Captain Austin held a commission 
from the British Crown as Captain 
until the Revolution, lie then threw 
his lot with The American Patriots. 
They left many prominent descen¬ 
dants. 

Sarah Alexander wasn’t married 
until she was over twenty-one. She 
then married Col. John Wilson of 
Bath County, -April' 5. 1788. Her 
Brother Peter, witnessed the - .cere- 
. wony. "Sho gavo her own consent, 
being of ago." 

Eleanor Alciindur married Sam¬ 
uel Wilson, June 27,- 1790. Hugh 
Alexander her brother was surety. 
Hugh nothing further. 

Alina Alexander married llallars 
or lisllow, nothing further. 

Jaiuca burn 1700. married Aprll’7.; 
IKOJ. Margaret, daughter of Janie*] 


waa a graduate of the'Un- 
f Dublin and Edinburgh, 
ii at 'Manor Cunningham’ 
>/, Iraland In 1719. a dl- 
'Mlaui- of Robert Bruce 
lr.*'««n ftr.afaUoDa.' lie 
Irrh.la lu J7J1. arid mar- 
B*aT3 about 17J9 'J'bey 
• *.l '»l*»h xJdldrfii-' 

'nadelxsalry 
» Tt leYT * .. nalll |t*l 
.u.wlif »in u*e early tvlo 
■ MwMilaml a p. * of 


Cornelius Alexander as , 
George Weir's orpham 
Mitvhel executor of Thoi 
w 11110 ) 709 . ThU'iuttu 
to determine If Jean Bca 
'her children had receive 


Itne is* iU|tn 
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nnrt 1 might from I In—. .,,,111 |... .-.mMl t 
ol.lnln '.tlrere. II. 1l1uU.ll » (.rival* 
school of higher etlu.-iit i..n »i, what I- 
now Lnitngion. V i in pun. it «».. 
nflerwmh called I.il.irly Uni) ami 
now Washlnglnt. anil 1..... I'nlnnlti ' .1. 
HnbcrV Alexander compelled to! |l their 


IlC I I 

l» I from 1 h* dfc 
<s» 1 Kinilwi Beard 
lh J »«>»♦ ami 


. " Vctrv on Mltr.il 1 *. 


I father Kriii to Halt I mom nml Imuulit I 
I iho limp .of Hum. IntlcnlunHl surv- 
lint-. One of tliui .0 won an educated 
Irishman named Reardon, whom tha 
| Mi-mnilnr- misled and llkwl. Up 
j,artioil little .Irolilbalil. aged Uirnc. 

Iun 11 U back to Hm school. Tin boy 
«utp bin Inilr In 11 i|iieno down Ills 
tack. A - Ids hair was extremely line 

and thin, tin- other children teased 

til in Kir lid* Reardon used Id- 
nhlp vlifotously, but he never touch-1 
| «1 little ArcllthOlil. 

I ' "Most of the English servants who 
had or had not served their time were 
released to tight in the Revolution:!ry 
I war. 

«lnl< 

.1 till 
born 
! «luc. 
tile J 
«1 li 
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ilaogiiiom ot R.,i„rt angt 
>1 Alexander's family. 

[ ami Margaret. Lyle AUxin-\ 
itly greal mrandpanmi* M««\ 
laughter Mature Paulin* 

Dill trie. I Charles Alexander 
" r *-ir l'aumre near llesrOnli 


C. yt. 


tt-H. 


war. My father's servants, .lames 
I Malone, an Irish papist. .loo Lyon, 

, thievish Jew. and John Reardon. 
In Ireland, and brought up and 
| educated In London. Malone and 
■ Jew went tirst. Malone was klll- 
In battle In Carolina. Lyon, a 
! very bad man. deserted to the British 
j Sirin after Captain Adam Wallace's 
onipany reached the scene of war- 
ire Oot Beaufort was attacked by 
'arleton's corps. The Colonel, see- 
ic his men in confnslon, lied at the 
[ beginning of the battle, and almost 
tl r whole of Ids command was cut to 
pieces by the British dragoons. 

"The brave Wallace disdained to 
By and. being entirely surrounded by 
tire British horse, sold his life dearly, 
having lirst killed some three or four 
, aren with hisspontoun. 

Reardon, our servant, was In Cap¬ 
tain Wallace's company, and being a 
-mail man, he was soon cut down— 

, -PTrrely wounded but still conscious, 
if'er the battle he lay helpless and 
b re-llnu aiie mg the dead. When night 
iu e. the tni-itt shone anil Real don 
% man passing near him, like 
k me ar. ii li. ml. dispatching with Ills 
bay nr,ct all wlui shower! signs of life, 
l rcwr.tiy tlie dead came toward Rear 
tits, relw*' *'■» musket, pointed tlie 
tiyorre' *■ k"l Then Uoar- 
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Lieut. John Jordan Benrd. 


ui h 


■ 


11,11 and greatly attm 
dloci lines nml usages. 

It becomes our mournful duly He is survived by bis wife nml 
I to record the dentb of a widely, two sons, Hurry mid Fred. Heard 
known and much esteemed citizen,, Being its Lieut Bent.1 was. a 
John Jordan Board, Huntersville, 1 .person of ardent social and domes. 
West \ irginin. This event occur. 1 f'k -pit pulses. as a nmlter of c 
red rather unexpectedly. Moitdny, 1 —infill for him to fh.ii 

Ilia. in.. April llllt, IH'JH. 

Lieut. Beard 


was lln- only son 
'•if- tlie tale Ji.eepii Bend p «,- 
'ami .Mrs Mattie Bean!, near tiilla- 
boro. He was born in Qroeubrier 
County. April 21st, 1*35. nml was 
married to Minerva, dnughter of Tl 
Janies Edmiston, Es(|., Spliteinbei 
. At ibe time of itis death he 
was within ten days of Ireing (iJ 
years of ag.i By this event his al- 1 
lached family is bereaved of a kind 
tendor husband nml a v< ry affec¬ 
tionate nn<L indulgent fa I her. Th. 
cotuuiunity at large honors his 
.'.cctuoly <u tbul of a gewi 


tiiirsi- 
think of 

: i lie sundering of sweet home lies. 

1 yet in his sincere way be assured 
j iiis loved ones that they should mil 
I grieve loo niueb about him. tor nil 
| wsb and would he well with him. 

A month or so fjnee we hml a 
pTeasnnt interchmigi' of viewsc„n- 
•eruing^UiP '23d Psnlm. In this 
Psalm it'appears that nolhinyi bull 
the shadovv would touch tiros-' foi- J 
lowing tne Lord our Shepherd] 
when it cullies to plies’ug through; 
tin* Valley. Having bet-it u J 
soldier nml fnuliliai; with 
scenes in the presence of*lUo 


man 

i 11 Htienee has been for iu-j 
ibg. lice mid g<«I morals.- 
In ijic wnr between the State*, 
he «*T.vtl in III- Built Sijttadron, 
•■ltd made a recnnl as n gnllnut nml 
liHtiuguishiil aoltlivr. Lift fit th». 
wur lie received 11 frigliiful wouihI 
th*! cgnio near ending hit, life gi 
the lime lie HUrVIVed hr tile suf- 
err |grt*..n faiuilinr with 
For more limn thirty| 
wound boa been 11 great | 
|rer*M„. uil|o l,o|, Attd.it i* 1 m bev,| 
r*l buwtr-tivd the teriintiNliiiu of hi«j 
— ful Ilf. Ilw Ii4»» I wen a real 

Jew! uf lluMh-rrvdiv aUtnl il| 
!•*•»» I ntrmg tku nine he » n 
two 
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The lumr.l relationship of !**•'""* 

14 , enmity all ■'.•-•ei.-l r 7"’ 1 ' ' . 

zr&rx' 

IW hlUoh they »"•' "® tlme “r 

...ini a. Th.-.- ..id 

fully taken down ” 

Chalk Icy Tl,cy..rc ll.c-m>- »' 

"' f 0 r ?"?S O .ft"/ rnmlhl oh! 


and taught from il»» ,ntu he eoast 
nl*«ln ..tliere Its <un<4 * private 1 
•ebnol Of higher n a* what W 

BOW la-xlngton. X » in lra . rt 


E 

afterwards called Ln»ny Ilxu am! >- 
now Washington ami Lea lirtverellT. . 

iVr *r* 1 

Hobrrt .V* t alula*r *ta •*nraprur<l t.‘ 1 
rrsliTi fry, »ii tltr \*Mtrv in \l vr.-l, 1 ' 1 


IT no lie says "J lu>a bv.n unal. . 
to go uhruad t'it votittf tline on ac¬ 

v*. ‘ rt 

count of a llnit»rln* IUmu. Samp 
son llatbawa was alected it. 

do* n tab 


but tie was made vice vixitvaian 

M>\ep| 

Sampv,n Archer and John Mall -re* 
were the cfaurel. wanlenw. 

Robert Alexan.lrr and hb wire 

l "K 


Earlier llaard bad eleven children 

V% fig n 

William area Uie iddev! RetaattBed 


at a court .-n Jnne 11, I* 1 Hal br 

\U% Wob 

was Uirn «& yrara o-d llr iltrd In 

lUtif w 

] 182" In Virginia. N-UUi.g more 

known. 

j Robert Jr. Orel clerk of Campbell 


count). Virginia, wbk-h office was 


jr 1 held b) Mm, Mm HO -uni a-r.in.l-. 

tin ill 

s almost 100 yrara. Tlie ofll. o was kn 

Nano ^ 

Ills house "His'k fasllr " lie mar- 

S«l>ln« 

,1 1 ned Kano) Anna daughter of Cap! aiti 

, William Austin and lell nianj .n» 

n*nif' 

wnilai 

' Ungtilsbrd ilrsixridanu both In Vir¬ 

I OkliUl 

ginia anal vtliei states 

Kali 

j Archibald aw a pby>h-Un In New 

1 

Castle, Del. lie married Marj 1 saw 

| t«»TJ bJ 


A uxaiuh-i !► 


rA e u^rn^-«,V,T..as 

II,.aril administrator of another w- 
tat«. This time It L« .lames McNutt 
ami In this document It says 
McNutt paid r»r land bought by 

Thomas Heard's wife. Ho paid quit 
rents for Thomas Heard ten years In 

a Ttfplid 4 DavldnaysdebUbc- t 

f °He paid Rol'^rt Alexander’s tuition 
for schooling .lames Jr. and Robert 
McNutt one year. In advance l, |‘; 

lie paid James Dobbin s same for 

Alexander McNutt l"4S. 

In Price's History Cousin W Ultam 
knew there were some dauRhtere. and 
he says: "They went to Kentucky. 

A Rood many of this relatlonshlp dk 
eo to Tennessee and Kentucky . Hut 
si least two of these daughters ut 
Thomas Beard remained in Rock¬ 
bridge and 1 think four, vlx: Esther 
who roamed Roliert Alexander In 
Pennsylvania. Martha who married 
Robert Ramsey. Mary who married 
Dunlap. Jane or Jean who mar¬ 
ried George "’elr. .. . rt 

Ksther and her husband. ltol>ert 
Alexander lived at Beverly Manor. 
Augusta county Virginia Robert 
Alexander was a graduate -f the t n- 
iTvrattya of Dublin and Edinburgh. 
He an bom at 'Manor Cunningham 
Londonderry. Ireland In 17l». a di¬ 
rect daacendant of Robert Bruce 
through nineteen generation*. He j 
cm* U> Virginia In 1138. and mar 
fLd Katliei Beard about WW. They 
hail ala ten well known children. 

Ih-hrrt Alexander w«» made voatry 
maainlltv Thlaolllce eonatltutml 
all twal ■utlmrity In the early colo- 
|I »,»nxialdelcd a plan- of) 


"|jsh«i Plantation 1 
married Rachel Carnet 
n.f Ma|or William and 
•• Dunlap. gramWnothei 

eel says, w as her teal, 
Mlt'k litltfWiHHt tNliloM til | 

ivwnod and daughter ut 
»l» Wittteli. 

•ar.1 Alexander .tint lu. 



Who” In America. Rear Admiral 
Kustace B. Huger* of Uie t . ' Navy 
was tlm snb)eet of thla wtetol. fir 
traced his ati<-v*(ry through Dr. Arch 
I bald Alexander to Robert and Ksther 
Heard Alexander. Thomas Heard Alex 
ander moved to Galen county. Ohio, 
married and reared six children 
Nothing further known. 

Peter Alexander moved to W. 
ford county, Kentucky. He was liv¬ 
ing In 1822. He married and left a 
number of eminent descendants In 
that State Mime of whom were noted 
Divines. One Peter Alex Mae&nnj 
Steele. 1T>7. 

Esther Alexander married Captain 
William Austin. Ids second wife, and 
thus became stepmother to her sister 
in-law Nancy Anne Austin, wife of 
Robert Alexandei of Campbell county 
Captain Austin held a commission 
from the British Crown as Captain 
until the Revolution. He then threw 
Ids lot with The American Patriots. 
They left many prominent descen 
dants. 

Sarah Alexander wasn’t married 
until she was over twenty-one- She 
then married Col. John Wilson of 
Bath County. April 5. 17SB. Her 
brother Peter, witnessed the cere¬ 
mony. "She gave her own consent, 
being of age.” 

Eleanor Alexander married Sam¬ 
uel Wilson, June 27. 17W. Hugh 
Alexander her brother was surety 

Hugh nothing further. 

Anne Alexander married Ballars 
or Ballow. nothing further. 

James born 17 fin. married April . 
1801. Margaret, daughter of James 
Lymand Ills wife Hannah Alexander 
a daughter of Captain Archibald 
Alexander, brother or Robert Sr 

The KUphetiaon a n d Hollars of 
iMth and Highland counties, ' a., arc 


Jans or Je*n Heard, the two 


I ably married Georg* W.l, amine t 
Oml him de,-raxed by AUguat •*, 17*1.1 

I probably he lo»l hlx Ills at (iulttoid 

II Vmrl ItoOMi or aouiA oil ter baltlc of 
| that terrltde year ol the Revolution 

lie lived In Rockbridge ami It wan 
j from that vicinity so many went and, 
did lose their live* 

Awm Thomas Weir survived and I 
It senilis others though no names arid 
given. I 

It seemaone James Young mull 
bought a piece of land from the K.i 1 
i kins heirs, before one of them was «>fl 
age. In this suit this heir la t ty ing l 
Jo recover Ida rights In ilda property 1 
firom George Weir- helre iu I .me.I 
I tlio widow and Thomas her sun. The I 
I Kaklns Andrew and James who orlgl-1 
nally sold the property are dead; 
George Weir lives on thu Kronch 
Broad In Twin. 

In this suit William Alexander,wm 
of Roliert teatlflea: “I heard my 
Grandfather Thomas Beanl say I" 
17»,” unfortunately Chalkley doe* 
n't tell what It was, William's grand I 

fUl |'n'a'suii In Dec. I(WW. William 
Beard testifies he had married Mary 
or Polly Steele. daughter of Suinuel 
Stevie. The Steeles were then Bring 
In West Tennessee and In Kentucky 
I suspect Peter Alexander «•* * 
brother-in-law to Willia m Bean l- *- 
had married Jenny SUcle lack 
l„ i:n7. The Steele family were all 
l„ Kentucky and Tennessee. William 
ltcanl deposes in a suit In June 
that he was 74 or 75 yean. old. 

James Houston was a 
lbe Weirs as he appears 
affairs of theirs and 
Cornelius Alexander 

... Weir's wpl 

1 MRchel executor of 1 
win in l 
la determine 
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' lexamler on March 17, l?.s„ wiial 
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Marllm 111 - 111 , 1 , „ r was It. n„„ rcr „ r 

***?, I y-" married 

Janir- Mll.-h.-l Jxifi.r,, it,... ,,„ r 

mas amt Martha Mlt.imi „ ri . 
••ti a part of Thomas Heard's 
an.l a if n In ho refers tn I'homas 
••la mother. At (I.,. Mmo 
-iia» Hoard dir.I It looks ns If Ml- 
I.MM.-'.I.-r Joan » f ,a single. >1 111 im.h 
M ltw 'W the administrator <d the 

Jro„, u,la Ml- t„ki- 1 . Jume* 

- ■-! hare In-i-ii •jiiltn „ business 
'•'i; r V' 1 ’ ,y ' H ' always know 

-'k out for their own inter- 
"'y |s Ju! >" murrlutl niul ,1 
" lt,n a -T"l liar part of 

:l.r citato still at MlU.hols hands 
In it>» Uun a year nfti-r this mar 

. 'V. . , 4B , !’ lurm ' l,lls Alexander. 

•r ami him ImjulfliiK tlir-.iijfii u„. 
-art. about the rata to. and a settle 

T-m, bem* agreed upon. 

"".*•*■' ifuardlan for .lean 
chi.dren 1 homas Heard Sr. Ii.nl 

* rsfiifiioor adjoining him I,. 

r, Urr nain.Nl Join, Houston |„ 174 -. 

I mW-lj the Houston, and Hoards 
"fold times. Tin. 

in? M u ° ,, Wri '" lnter married 

T . , r" f nd ^«*toiia from 

" II , 'l tP S** Uu W^-ton .prank- 
“ i** 1 l ,4 -^ r * J *w <‘f Thomas mar- 

^ I 4 V/ 1 , , ‘ ,, ' , *ll«lln H 07 ami 

.t * il? J n > " tMr 
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.— it".'Ann. Ja„ B 
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-I* an.l Thomas 
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lamp Thorn wood. A larjro crowd 
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The Beard relationship of Pocahont 
as county all descend from Thomas 
Beard one of the members of the 
Rev. John Craig's congregation of 
Augusta county, Virginia. Rev. Craig 
was pastor of old Stone Meeting 
House. Back in that colonial time 
when the pioneers were so busy mak¬ 
ing history they had no time to re¬ 
cord it. These old records w'ere care¬ 
fully taken down made readable by 
Chalkley. They are the othbial, ac¬ 


cepted references of the D. A. R. 

Thomas Beard left a quaint old 
will giving his several children cer¬ 
tain house hold furniture, etc: and 
his wife Jean is remembered substan¬ 
tially, there in. But to go back to an 
earlier day in the 1740 ties and 50ties 
In Rockbridge county there is a rec¬ 
ord that Thomas Beard administered 
Alexander Smiley’s estate in 1749. 
We do not know whether he was a 
relative or just a trusted friend. 
There is another record though that 
to me indicates who Jean Beard was: 
On August 15, 1753, we find Thomas 
Heard administrator of another es¬ 
tate. Tills time it is James McNutt 
and in this document it says James 
McNutt paid for land bought by 
Thomas Beard’s wife. lie paid quit 
rents for Thomas Beard ton years in 
advance In 1744. 

He hud iiaid llavid 11 \ \ s ili*ht s ho- 
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his wife Jean is remembered suuhi.au- , 
Maliy, there in. But to go back to an 
earlier day in the 1740 ties and 50tics 
In Rockbridge county there is a rec¬ 
ord that Thomas Beard administered 
Alexander Smiley s estate in 1740. 
We do not know whether he was a 
relative or just a trusted friend. 
There is another record though that 
to me indicates who Jean Beard was: 
On August 15, 1753, we find Thomas 
Beard administrator of another es¬ 
tate. This time it is James McNutt 
and in this document it says James 
McNutt paid for land bought by 
Thomas Beard’s wife. lie paid quit 
rents for Thomas Beard ten years in 
advance in 1744. 

lie had paid David Ilays debts be¬ 
fore his marriage. 1 

He paid Robert Alexander’s tuition 
for schooling James Jr. and Robert 
McNutt one year. In advance 1748. 

He paid James Dobbin’s same for 
Alexander McNutt 1748. 

In Trice's History Cousin William 
knew there were some daughters, and 
he says: ‘‘They went to Kentucky.” 
A good many of this relationship did 
go to Tennessee and Kentucky. But 
at least two of these daughters of 
Thomas Beard remained in Rock¬ 
bridge and I think four, viz: Esther 
who married Robert Alexander in 
Pennsylvania. Martha who married 
Robert Ramsey. Mary who married 
Dunlap. Jane or Jean who mar¬ 
ried George Weir. 

Esther and her husband, Robert 
Alexander lived at Beverly Manor, 
Augusta county Virginia. Robert 
Alexander was a graduate of the Un¬ 
iversity! of Dublin and Edinburgh, 
lie was born ut ‘Manor Cunningham* 
Londonderry. Ireland in 17in, a di- 
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In prlro’H 11Istory Cousin William ! 
Unow there worn some daughters, and , 
In* says: ‘’They went to Kentucky.” 

A good many <>i this relationship did 
Ho to TennessiH) ami Kentucky. Hut 
at, least t wo of these daughters of I 
Thomas Heard remained In Rock¬ 
bridge and 1 think four, viz: Ksther 
who married Hubert Alexander in 
Pennsylvania. Martha, who married 
Robert Ramsey. Mary who married 
Dunlap. Jane or Jean who mar¬ 
ried (igorge Weir. 

Ksther and her husband, Robert 
Alexander lived at Heverly Manor, 
Augusta county Virginia. Robert 
Alexander was a graduate of the Un¬ 
iversity's of Dublin and Edinburgh, 
lie was born at ‘Manor Cunningham’ 
Londonderry, Ireland in 171th a di¬ 
rect descendant of Robert Rruec 
through nineteen generations. He 
came to Virginia in 173th and mar¬ 
ried Ksther Heard about 1730. They 
had eleven well known children. 

Robert Alexander was made vestry 
man in 1749. This olllcc constituted 
all local authority in the early colo¬ 
nies. It was considered a place of 
honor. 

While coming to America a great 
storm arose at sea and lie was obliged 
lo throw Ids library overboard. This 
necessitated some shift to replace the 
classic*. It Is said be wrote many of 
the*? out In long hand from memory 
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and taught from these until he could ' 
obtain others. He started a private 1 
school of higher education at what is 
now Lexington, Va., in 1745). Jt was 
afterwards called Liberty Hall and is 
now Washington and Lee University. 

Robert Alexander was compelled to 
resign from the Vestry on March 17, 
1760. He says “1 have been unable 
to go abroad for some time on ac¬ 
count of a lingering illness.” Samp¬ 
son Mathews was elected in his stead 
but lie was made vice vestryman. 
Sampson Archer and John Mathews 
were the church wardens. 

Robert Alexander and his wife 
Esther Beard had eleven children. 
William was the oldest. He testified 
at a court on June 13, 1806, that he 
was then 65 years old. He died in 
1829 in Virginia. Nothing more 
known. 

Robert Jr. first clerk of Campbell 
county. Virginia, which office was 
held by him, his son and grandson for 
almost 100 years. The office was in 
his house “Rock Castle. 5 ’ He mar¬ 
ried Mancy Anne daughter of Captain 
William Austin and left many dis¬ 
tinguished descendants both in Vir¬ 
ginia and other states. 

Archibald was a physician in New 
Castle, Del, he married Mary. I saw 
a write up only recently In “Who is 
Who” In America. Rear Admiral 
Eustace B. Rogers of the U. S.JSavy 
was the subject of this sdetch. He 
traced his ancestry through Dr. Arch 
I bald A lex antler to Robert and Esther 
ileard Alexander. Thomas Heard Alex 
andrr moved to Galen county, Ohio, 
married and reared six children. 
Nothing further known. 

Alexander muted to Wood- 
lord county, Kentucky, lie was II?- 
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Castle, Del, he married Mary. I saw 
a write up only recently in ‘' Who is 
Who’* in America. Rear Admiral 
Eustace B. Rogers of the U. S. Navy 
was the subject of this sdetch. He 
traced his ancestry through Dr. Arch 
ibald Alexander to Robert and Esther 
Beard Alexander. Thomas Beard Alex 
ander moved to Galen county, Ohio, 
married and reared six children! 
Nothing further known. 

Peter Alexander moved to Wood¬ 
ford county, KentucKy. He was liv¬ 
ing in 1822. He married and left a 
number of eminent descendants in 
that State some of whom were noted 
Divines. One Peter Alex Mactinny 
Steele, 1787. 

Esther Alexander married Captain 
William Austin, his second wife, and 
thus became stepmother to her sister 
in-law Nancy Anne Austin, wife of 
Robert Alexander of Campbell county 
Captain Austin held a commission 
from the British Crown as Captain 
until the Revolution. Pie then threw 
his lot with The American Patriots. 
They left many prominent descen¬ 
dants. 

Sarah Alexander wasn’t married 
until she was over twenty-one. She 
then married Col. John Wilson of 
Bath County, April 5, 1786. Her 
brother Peter, witnessed the cere¬ 
mony. “She gave her own consent, 
being of age.** 

Eleanor Alexander married Sam* 
uei \\ ilhon, June 27, 171*0. Hugh 

Alexander her brother was surety. 
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xxuueri, aimumubi ui ^ampoell county 
Captain Austin held a commission 
from the British Crown as Captain 
until the Revolution. lie then threw 
his lot with The American Patriots. 
They left many prominent descen¬ 
dants. 

Sarah Alexander wasn’t married 
until she was over twenty-one. She 
then married Col. John Wilson of 
Bath County, April 5, 1786. Her 
brother Peter, witnessed the cere¬ 
mony. l, She gave her own consent, 
being of age.” 

Eleanor Alexander married Sam¬ 
uel Wilson, June 27, 1790. Hugh 
Alexander her brother was surety. 
Hugh nothing further. 

Anne Alexander married Ballars 
or Ballow, nothing further. 

James born 1766, married April 7, 
1801^ Margaret, daughter of James 
Lyifand his wife Hannah Alexander 
a daughter of Captain Archibald 
Alexander, brother of Robert Sr. 

The Stephenson and Bollars of 
Hath and IIighland counties, Va., are | 
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•lane or Jean Beard, the two iirst 
names seem to be used interchange- 
ably—marr ,e<l George Weir and we 
Inul linn deceased by August 8. 1781 
probably he lost his life at Guilford 
Court House or some other battle of 
that terrible year of the Revolution. 
He lived in Rockbridge and it was 
from that vicinity so many went and 
did lose their lives. 

A son Thomas Weir survived and 
it seems others though no names are 
given. 

It seems one James Young had 
bought a piece of land from the Ea- 
kins heirs, before one of them was of 
yge. In this suit this heir is trying 
» j recover his rights in this property 
from George Weir’s heirs viz: Jane, 
the widow and Thomas her son. The 
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from George Weir’s heirs vl/- lane 
the widow and Thomas her son mi 

E l! C,nS -V? dre ' v and J ames whooni'il 
nally sold the property are SI' 
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Grand,athe r Thomas BeaMsa, ”£ 
unfortunately Chalkier does' 
n t tell what it was, William s grand 
father said. 

In a suit in Dec. 1806, William 
Beard testifies lie had married Man¬ 
or Holly Steeie. daughter of Samuel 
Steele. The Steeles were then living 
in West Tennessee and in Kentucky. 
I suspect Peter Alexander was a 
brother-in-law to William Beard—as 
Peter had married Jenny Steele back 
in 1787. The Steele family were all 
in Kentucky and Tennessee. William 
Beard deposes in a suit in June 1806 
that he was 74 or 75 years old. 

James Houston was a neighbor of 
the Weirs as he appears often in legal 
affairs of theirs and he appears with 
Cornelius Alexander as guardian for 
George Weir’s orphans vs James 
Mitchel executor of Thomas Beaid’s 
will in 1769. This suit was brought 
to determine if Jean Beard Weir and 
her children had received the legacy 
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November 21, 1786. The arbitrators 
found James Mitcbel had not fulfill, 
his duty in settling the estate and 
that Mitcbel must pay 22 pounds on 
or before Jean’s eldest child came of 
age. 

In Augusta county record one Jean 
Weir became the w ife of Cornelius 
Alexander on March 17, 1785. What 
more logical in 1786 for Cornelius to 
be demanding an accouting of James 
Mitcbel. 

Martha Beard, or was it. One refer 
ence says it ways Elizabeth married 
James Mitcbel before 17(11). For 
Thomas and Martha Mitcbel are 
given a part of Thomas Beard’s es¬ 
tate and again he refers to Thomas 
Mitchel's mother. At the time 
Thomas Beard died it looks as if his 
daughter Jean was single. James 
Mitcbel was the administrator ol the 
estate. From this we take it James 
must have been quite a business man 
Men of this type nearly always know 
bow to look out for their own inter- 
Here is Jean married and a 
mother, then a widow and her part of 
the estate still at Mitchels hands 
,e f ss . than a year after this mar- 
WP to Cornelius Alexander, 
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daughter Jean was single. James 
Mltchel was tlie administrator ol the 
estate. From this we take It James 
must have been quite a business man 
Men of this type nearly always know 
how to look out for their own inter¬ 
ests. Here is Jean married and a 
mother, then a widow and her part of 
the estate still at Mitchels hands. 

In less than a year after this mar¬ 
riage of Jean to Cornelius Alexander, 
we find him inquiring through the 
courts about the estate, and a settle¬ 
ment being agreed upon. James 
Houston was guardian for Jean and 
her children. Thomas Beard Sr. had 
a neighbor adjoining him in Rock¬ 
bridge named John Houston in 1742. 
Probably the Houstons and Beards 
were close friends of old times. The 
Alexander children inter married 
with the Houstons and Paxtons from 
which family Sam Houston sprang 
II ugh Beard, son of Thomas mar¬ 
ried Sarah . He died in 1807 and 
Sarah died in 1801; their children 
«tre. Robert who married and had 
Nancy and Sally by 1806. Ann. Jane 
■ exander, Sarah. Sarah married 
Andrew Kenedy 1797; Esther who 

Sani' id wi’ f ' Ho,rman and Thomas 

Sat^^!? !“h S 
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N. im : v un<l Sally by IHOfl. Ann. a am-. 
Alexander, Sarali. Sarali married 

l drrw Kenedy I7U7; KsU.m-.wh., 
‘Vl ',1 Mr. I lolT in an and Thomas 
Mi**ard, wl>" WilH mentioned In Ids 
grandfather's will, 17«», married 
Sarah Jameson in 1785. 

in the old deeds we find some of 
Thomas Heard’s neighbors and his 
holdings In Rockbridge county, Va. 

Hack hi 1750 Samuel Dunlap sold 
to David Dunlap 170 acres of land for 
.... and to Thomas Heard 

;U)H |-2 for 140 pounds. This was one 

I l'iK't* 

In 17511 Thomas Heard is buying 
land again. This time It Is ($05 acres 
ft i) :>s on MolTeUs Creek near John 
Itosemans. In 1 .h« 0 the same tract 
is sold by Thomas to William Heard 
for 100 pounds (Notethat 175.1 Is the 

year James McNutt died). 

' William Pollack’s farm adjoined 
Thomas Heard’s In 1705 and John 
Montgomery’s and Thomas Hill s cor 
i„,red with him. We llnd Thomas 
Heard present for Pat Hays at a meet 
Ing of the vestry. Pat Hays’ farm 

.. Robert Alexander’s. Hays 

w ,i > probably a son of the Das Id Ha\s 
mentioned In 175.1 In James McNutts 
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I On August 18, 1761. James Mc¬ 
Clure’s will proved two of the wit¬ 
nesses had died, William Beard and 
I William McClure This must have 
been a relative of Thomas Beard. 
This McClure family inter married 
with the Alexanders. Old Captain 
Archibald Alexander’s second wife 
was Jane McClure, 1757. 

Thomas Beard was exempted tax 


levy in 1764. “Very aged”. 

In the will 1769, Thomas Beard 
speaks of his daughter, wife of Rob¬ 
ert Ramsey as if she had died. One 
Robert Ramsey was killed by the 
Shawnees in 1759. His wilf was 
probated November 21. 1759, Robert 
Hall, administrator. Later on there 
is a note Isabelle Hall, wife of Rob¬ 
ert. qualities as administratrix of her 
late husband Robert Ramsey. This 
name Isabella doesn't sound familiar 
On May 15. 1769. Thomas Beard’s 
will was probated, a lengthy pream¬ 
ble as was customary then the be¬ 
quests. 


Jle gave to his beloved wife Jean 
a ‘l lhe cleared land where the house 
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will was probated, a lengthy pream- 
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ble as was customary then the be- 
/ quests. 

* He gave to his beloved wife Jean 
a ‘1 Hie cleared land where the house 
stood to the cleared land for tur 
nips, where they last grew. 

Then a daughter Fane and a daugh 
ter Jane were mentioned. 

, A * ai " h>s mind goes back to t.lie 
faithful old wife he wants her to ha’e 

his elbow chair and a certain negro 
boy. * 

He left cleared land to his son 

il^M7n andH i gh ’ S S ° n Thomas was 

left no acres lying next to John Mont 
(gomeryand Thomas Hill. Then l e 
left 10 pounds each to the grandson* 

J a„T Th Th0ma 1- Th0ma! 

and Thomas Dunlap. To Robert 
'dl Ramse.v’s children, testator's crani 
eh Wren 2 pounds and 12 shilMnl 
leach. A legacy to son William and' 

Martha g M?? r ^ Sther A,e xander and 
for s', el'ils, Ch -" ; !re ‘ iUent Pfovtelon 

have S’tai! 1,1 C “ e ^ShterJane 

Executors James Mitchell i n d 

Hjoinas Hill a n o 

drew ami , ^ Jesses, John. An- 

L(tl Z d ' l “ Jam «s Kakln. Proved Oc- 

w,u ‘ William ’ \ t * X V t0r » (iualif y 
Kenedv A . ,e *»«<Jer t William 
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In 1762-3, John Heard and Williarr 
MeClanahan were partners, making : 

1 crop on Locust Creek, ‘-on the Sprint 
I Llck or Spring Creek plantation ’ 
This might have been in Ureenbriei 
I at the old Heard homestead. 

I 1 lie I ieston and \ irginia Papers 
compiled by the University of Wis¬ 
consin say that John Heard was a car 
tain under Col. Christian at Point 
Pleasant. Greenbrier was then em 
braced in Hotetourte County. Fron 
the same source, 1 learn that Samue 
Heard furnished beeves for theChero 
kee expedition in 1776. 

John Beard married Janett Wallac 
daughter of Peter Wallace, Jr., am 
[ Martha Woods Wallace. She was 
neice of the distinguished statesman 
James Woods of Virginia. In hunl 
ingout the Wallace kin, I came o 
the name of George Seldon Wallac 
as author of “Peter Wallace’s Gem 
alogy.' I coveted the book, if it wr 
about my o*vn family, but tlie cat; 

' g did 11**t say wliat place these Wa 
lacrs were from. By a strange coil 
cldence, 1 cumo upon the nan 
of tie author in The Time 
as a friend of lhal file ndlv helov# 
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j Jog did not -say what place these Wa 
laces were from. By a strange coii 
cidence, I came upon the nan 
of tl'e author in The Time 
as a friend of that friendly, belovi 
man. Andrew Price. I wrote Majc 
Wallace at Huntington and aske 
him if lie had written this bonk, an 
if he had, did he know that Andre 
Price was a descendant of one J an 
Wallace? He wrote, thanking r 
for the information. He sent a hoc 
to Cousin Andrew. Shortly afte 
wards those fine articles on the Wt 
lace kith and kin appeared in t 
Times. And then only a few she 
months and our beloved cousin w 
with us no more. He has left soi 
thing of himself in those print 
pages and in memory we treasure. 

The will book of Rockbridge Cou 
ty record something of these old W 
laces. Andrew Wallace’s will w 
liled July 3, 1781; he was the anc 
tor of Genera] Lew Wallace. lie 1< 
bequests to his sisters Janett and 8 
sannali; Ids grandson Andrew; mol 
er“.\Iartha; brother Adam and 1 
brother-in-law, John Giliuer. 

l>r. Archibald Alexander, Pre 
dent of Princeton Theological 

I i 'i I'll . ilk •» ( 1 i "I I' C 


( for of General Low Wallace. li,. |« 
bequests to Ills sisters .1 anett arid s 
siinnali; his grandson Andrew; n,,Vi 
er“Martha; brother Adam and 1 
brother-in-law, John (ii liner. 

Dr. Archibald Alexander, Pre 
i dent of Prineeton Theological 
nary, recounts in a. diary 
lie kept in early life some 1 
teresting happenings of his eliil 
hood. He was born on the Soul 
Branch in Rockbridge in 1772. His 
father was William Alexander, eldest 
son of Captain Archibald Alexander 
brother of Robert, of Timber Ridge.’ 
He tells ol the school room of Revo¬ 
lutionary days. He says his father 
had erected a cabin down near the 
creek about a half mile from the 
house, and the sound of the students 
studying out loud could be easily 
heard to the house. This was the 
custom of that day. if a student was 
caught in silence he was threashed 
with a hickory switch well laid on. 

J his method encouraged each student 
lo s *'uut his lesson out loud while 
studying so that the teacher could 
nee his diligence. 

lam Dr Alexander was three, hi 


M Uer tv SrSK.SS^i\ 

"<'*•'">«»; 

his duty in settling the cst ate and , 
lllh . must pay 22 poundb on^ 


On August \H, Ml 

Clure’s will proved t 
nesses had dle<\, NV\' 
William McClure 
been a relative of 
This McClure land 1 




father went to Baltimore and bought! 
the time i.of three indentured serv¬ 
ants. One of these was an educated 
Irishman named Reardon, whom the 
Alexanders trusted and liked. lie 
carried little Archibald, aged three, 
on his back to the school. The boy 
wore his hair in a queue down his 
back. As his hair was extremely tine 
and thin, the other children teased 
him. For this Reardon used hir 
whip vigorously, but lie never touch-1 
ed little Archibald. 

“Most of the English servants who 
had or had not served their time were 
released to light in the Revolutionary 
war. My father’s servants, James 
vi alone, an Irish papist, Joe Lyon, 
a thievish Jew, and John Reardon, 
born in Ireland, and brought up and 
educated in London. Malone and 
the Jew went lirst. Malone was kill¬ 
ed in battle in Carolina. Lyon, a 
very bad man, deserted to the British 
Soon after Captain Adam Wallace’s 
company reached the scene of war¬ 
fare Col. Beaufort was attacked by 
Tarleton’s corps. The Colonel, see¬ 
ing Id* men in confusion, Hod at the 
beginning of the battle, and almost 
the whole of his command was cut to 
pieces bv the British dragoons. 

“The brave Wallace disdained to 
Hy and. being entirely surrounded by i 

I I if l(l If I I . tw.tv l.l« 
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released to 1 i k* 1 ^ nx tl 1 e Hevolutionary 
war. My father’s servants, .lames 
VIalone, an Irish papist, Joe Lyon, 
a thievish Jew, and John Reardon, 
horn in Ireland, and brought up and 
educated in London. Malone and, 
the Jew went first. Malone was kill-1 
ed in battle in Carolina. Lyon, a 
very bad man, deserted to the British 
Soon after Captain Adam Wallace's 
company reached the scene of war¬ 
fare Col.. Beaufort was attacked by j 
Tarleton’s corps. The Colonel, see¬ 
ing his men in confusion, fled at the 
beginning of the battle, and almost 
the whole of his command was cut to 
pieces by the British dragoons. 

‘‘The brave Wallace disdained to 
fly and. being entirely surrounded by 
tlie British horse, sold his life dearly, 
having first killed some three or four 
men with liis spontoon. 

“Reardon, our servant, was in Cap¬ 
tain Wallace’s company, and being a 
small man, he was soon cut down— 
severely wounded but still conscious. 
After the battle he lay helpless and 
bleeding among the dead. When night 
came, the moon shone and Iteardon 
saw a man passing near him, like 
some arch fiend, dispatching with his 
bayonet all who showed signs of life. 
Presently the fiend came toward Rear 
don, raised Ms musket, pointed the 
bayonet 1 kin Then Rear- 
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Lieut. John Jordan Beard. ' It \ m i ' r \ 

Idoctrines a ml 

rtbecon.es our mournful duty i He is surv 
to record the death of a widely-*' v< > sons, lb* 
known and much esteemed citizen,! Being ns 
John Jordan Beard, Huntersville, person of arc 
West. Virginia. This event occur- ! CA ^H->ulbcs 
red rather unexpectedly. Monday,! vd 

lli a. m., April 11th. 1898. the sundmi 

Lieut. Beard was the only son yet in his si 
of the late Joseph Beard ,J V< his loved o\ 
' and Mrs Mattie Beard, near Hills- grieve \°° 1 
boro. He was born in Greenbrier 
County, April 21st, 1835. and was 
married to Minerva, daughter of 
James Eclrniston, Esq., September 
186b. At the time of his death lie 
was within ten days of being 63 
years of age. By this event his at- 1 
tached family is bereaved of a kind when it a 
tender husband and a very affec-1 the Valle) 
t innate and indulgent father. The 1 ^ n < ier al 
community at large honors his 1 j 
.iKinory as that of a good man* 
w hose inftiuMice has been for in-j 
i digi nec and good moral*.-*- 
In the war between the Stately 
In* h* rved in the Bath Squadron,! 
and made a record an a gallant and 
distiuguiHijed soldier. Late in thu* 
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l'^JO llOllOIS ids' 

lUellteiy an 11 id 1, of it j_r( Mil iiinij 
\\ hose influonee 1 1 ns boon for in- j 
7^1.:>'iht and j^ood m unite. 

hi l lir wnr Lu I vvet'ii I In' States , 
ho si i-vi'd in the linth Squadron, 1 
..ud nindt' i reoord ns a gallant and 
distinguished soldier. Late In ;ln. 
wnr ho received a frightful wound 
Mini onuio near ending his lift* d 
the time. llr survived to the sm 
P’-'iso ot every poison familiar with 
its nature. h'or uinro than thirty' | 
\oars this wound has boon a vjroai ; 
person... aillieliot. and i : ludiov-i 

•it hastened tin 1 torinination of his 
nsoful life. Ho has hooti a resi 
dont of Huntersville about Li 1 t 
yours. During this time ho sen ! 
od the county two terms as clerk! 
of both courts. ! 

lvirty in life ho professed piety, 
tnd maintained a consistent charac- 
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greatly attue,. to bon 

doctrines usages. 

mu I dnlv I it’ is an i■ i v* * 1 1 by liis wifo m „| 
a wideb <"'» sons, llarrs and Fled. lVard 
'll oitireu, I being ns Limit Beard was »; 
nlersvillc. i Person of ardent social and donies- 
■iii oeonr i <mimls<s. as a matter of eourst 
Monday, ** -bifid for him to think of 
S. the sundering of sweet home lies, 

only son vet in Ilia sincere was lie assured 
rd ’’’s, Ill's 1 used ones that they should not 
■at Hills grieve too inueh about him. for all 
ei uluio; was and would be well with him. 

am I was A month -or so since we had a 
.lit,u of |'lea: .ml interchange of view&-euu- 
I'teinbei eeruing the 23d Psalm. In this 
leath he Psalm it appears tlist nothing but i 
* in : ('>;{ the shadow would touch those fob [ 
t Ims at- lowing the Lord our Shepherd j 
fa kind when it comes to passing through 1 
• \ atTee 'lie Valley. Having l>een a ' 

. soldier and familiar with 
DfM hi- -cues in the presence of'the 
t m in mv. that at such a t ; " 

I t in down at a prepared fe 
\ 1 out* i »f tlu, hst tlun° 
s> .' ». - I- -iMo w.miM 1w» lil 
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